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Definition of Early Childhood Inclusion

Early childhood inclusion embodies the values, policies, and practices that 

support the right of every infant and young child and his or her family, 

regardless of ability, to participate in a broad range of activities and 

contexts as full members of families, communities, and society. The 

desired results of inclusive experiences for children with and without 

disabilities and their families include a sense of belonging and 

membership, positive social relationships and friendships, and 

development and learning to reach their full potential.
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Defining Features of Inclusion

Access Participation Supports

DEC/NAEYC. (2009). Early childhood inclusion: A joint position statement
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Access

Providing a wide range of activities and environments for every 
child by removing physical barriers and offering multiple ways to 
promote learning and development.
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Participation

Using a range of instructional approaches to promote 
engagement in play and learning activities, and a sense of 
belonging for every child.
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Supports

Refers to broader aspects of the system such as 
professional development, incentives for inclusion and 
opportunities for communication and collaboration 
among families and professionals to assure high quality 
inclusion.
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Family Wishes 
for Inclusion
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Thank you for YOUR contributions 
to making Pennsylvania Inclusive 
for Children and their Families!

For any questions/comments, 
please reach out to 

Sadia Batool at c-sabatool@pa.gov

mailto:c-sabatool@pa.gov
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